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did not propose to make a survey of this field, when one
of those providential incidents occurred which serve to
lead God's people.
A telegram from Bombay recalled me to attend to some
urgent business, which had arisen since our departure.
I left Weerasooriya to accept a warm invitation, which we
had received, from a Christian village named Ranipur,
in the vicinity of the city.
I had scarcely reached Bombay, when he telegraphed
to say that a revival had broken out among the Christian
villagers, urging me to return at once, and take part in
the same. The simple recital of his own experience as a
nominal Christian, and of his remarkable conversion,
had taken powerful hold of the people, and had led them
to search their own hearts, with the result that many, if
not most of them, confessed to never having experienced
a real change of heart.
Never can I forget the wonderful scenes that followed!
Tears rained down many of their faces as they confessed
their past sins, to be followed by shouts of joy as the burden
of their guilt rolled away. The first of the converts was
a notorious character, who though nominally a Christian,
had been a drunkard and had lived a wicked life. On
one occasion he had tied a rope round his wife's waist, and
let her down into the village well, till the water reached
her chin, when she was rescued by the villagers. On
another occasion he would not allow her to cook the family
meals for seven days in succession, pouring water on the
fire each time she lighted it. At other times he would
dress up in his wife's clothes, and go about the village
insulting the people.
Extraordinary confessions were made, amongst others
that of lying in wait to shoot one of their European
Missionaries. The mutilation of cattle, which had strayed
into their fields from adjoining villages, was a form of'
cruelty which was regarded with peculiar horror by their
Hindu neighbours.
Naturally their frequent misdeeds had caused much
distress to the leaders of their Mission, and they had
received many warnings, and even punishments. But
in the form of a revival had taken place.